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From The Chairman  
Team San Angelo Closes Successful Year 

Our last Chamber newsletter and my last Chairmanôs letter 

of 2011 gives me a great platform to brag on the Chamber 

and all of the efforts of our community (Team San Angelo) 

that have contributed to a great year for San Angelo despite 

drought and economic challenges. I have to begin by men-

tioning the very successful October Team Roping event that 

grew by 30% this year, and invite you to the Stock Show & 

Rodeoôs press conference January 3 at 10 a.m. in our Visitor 

Center to hear how our largest tourism event will be big-

ger than ever in 2012. 
 

The San Angelo Chamber has partnered more closely in 

2011 than ever before with the City, County, education entities and economic 

development partners. These efforts have paid off as you can see from our 

Business Barometer: tourism up 20%, sales tax up 8%, and real estate sales 

and number employed almost back even with a year ago. You supported our 

annual Chamber events like Business Expo, Goodfellow Appreciation, and 

Showdown in San Angelo in a huge way, and our monthly Business @ Happy 

Hour grew in attendance and excitement with great tours, more fun and a cash 

drawing. Success can also be measured in the number of goals in our 2011 

Plan of Action that were achieved. All of these achievements are attributable 

to your support, and the teamwork you helped make possible through your 

dues investment, sponsorship support, and community outreach. 
 

Youôll hear more about 2011 at our January 24th Annual Banquet, as well as 

about opportunities for 2012, so be sure and make your reservations soon by 

emailing lcoleman@sanangelo.org, or calling the office at 655-4136. 
 

The 13th annual Diversity Awards Luncheon facilitated by the Chamberôs 

Diversity Committee was highly successful as we honored A.L. Harrington of 

Holiday Cleaners, Beth & Michael Martinez of The Venue and Horizon 

Branding, and Joe Ramos of Tejas Manufacturing for outstanding diversity 

practices in business. Judge Sam Medina of Lubbock challenged all of us to 

strive for high goals as our keynote speaker, and the great event was made 

possible by our sponsors American Classifieds, BlueCross BlueShield of 

Texas, Rick DeHoyos Law Firm, San Angelo Standard-Times, and State 

Farm Insurance. 
 

Novemberôs highlights also included the adoption of the 2012 Budget and 

Plan of Action by the Board of Directors in early November; the passage of 

Proposition 2 statewide authorizing water financial assistance bonds endorsed 

by the Chamber; efforts toward our goal to attract additional air service; the 

Nov. 17 Business Brown Bag Workshop assisting businesses with ADA re-

quirements; and another great Business @ Happy Hour Nov. 22 from our 

friends at Angelo Back & Rehab. 
 

As this year has flown by, I have really enjoyed serving as your Board Chair. 

Your Chamber has worked effectively all year to support our existing busi-

nesses, grow the community, and capitalize on opportunities that come our 

way. Thank you for your steadfast support, and have a fantastic Christmas and 

New Yearôs Holiday. 

San Angelo  
Chamber of Commerce  

Board of Directors  
 

Jim H. Hughes  ..........  Chairman of the Board  

Sam Allen  .............................  Chairman -Elect  

Stanley Mayfield  ............................  Treasurer  

Bryan Horner  .......  Immediate Past Chairman  

 

Ex -Officio Directors  
Don Butts  ..................  San Angelo Industries  

Dr. Carol Ann Bonds . ....  Superintendent SAISD  

Mike Brown  ..........  Tom Green County Judge  

LeAnne Byrd  ........... Provost, Howard College  

Drew Darby  ..................  State Representative  

Lee Pfluger  ........  Downtown San Angelo, Inc.  

Col. Mark Damiano  .............  Goodfellow AFB                         

 17 th Training Wing  

Dr. Joseph Rallo  ....................  President, ASU  

Jamie Akin  ...................... Leadership Alumni                         

                                              Association    

Tim Vasquezéé......San Angelo Police Dept.                  
 

Staff  

Phil Neighbors  ................................ President  

Sandra Pomroy  .......................  VP Operations  

Lara Coleman  ...........  é.. Events Coordinator 

Michelle McDonald..Communications Coord.  

Teri Turnerééééééééé....Receptionist 

Kathy Keaton  ..............  Membership Director  

Beverly Hanks  .........  Financial Administrator  

John Dugan  ....  VP Marketing & Recruitment  

Hope Barron  ..........  Economic Dev. Specialist  

Pamela Miller  ................................ ...  VP CVB  

Jenni Hutcheson  .....  CVB Sales & Servicing Dir.  

Kimberly Torres  .............  CVB Sales Manager  

Lucie Hofheins  ....  Visitor Center Coordinator  
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Robert Ramirez  
Carlos Rodriguez   
  
Amber Smith  
Mark Thieman  
Sherri Tipton  
Del Velasquez  
 

Edward Carrasco        
Scott Gibbs
  
Chase Holland 
  
Carrie Maier  
Jay Michaels  
Blaine Smith  

 

Jim H. Hughes, Chairman of the Board 
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Diversity Awards 

 

The Chamber held its annual Diversity Awards Recognition 

Luncheon last month to honor local individuals who exhibit 

achievements in diversity in their work environment in 2011. 

Joe Ramos of Tejas Manufacturing, Beth & Michael Marti-

nez who own The Venue, Dress It Up, Horizon Signs & Ho-

rizon Branding, and A.L. Harrington of Holiday Cleaners 

were recognized for their outstanding efforts of diversity in 

our community. Diversity Committee Chairman Del 

Velasquez emceed the event, and each honoree spoke to the 

luncheon attendees about their achievements, and what an 

honor it was to receive the award.   

  

After presentations to the award recipients, Judge Sam Me-

dina of Lubbock provided an outstanding keynote address. 

The event was sponsored by American Classifieds, State 

Farm Insurance, Rick DeHoyos Law Firm, BlueCross Blue-

Shield of Texas, and the San Angelo Standard-Times.  

Pictured from left to right: Award Recipients Edward Carrasco repre-

senting Joe Ramos of Tejas Maufacturing, Mr. & Mrs. A.L. Harring-

ton of Holiday Cleaners, Beth & Michael Martinez of The Venue, 

Dress it Up, Horizon Signs & Horizon Branding, Judge Sam Medina 

and Chamber Chairman Jim H. Hughes.  

 

Jeff Deloach 

San Angelo  

Standard-Times 

Binnie Dierschke 

Dierschke & Dierschke  

REALTORS 

Justin Jonas 

San Angelo  

Stock Show & Rodeo 

Brett Turnage 

Springhill Marriott Suites 

The San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with MetroMedia, has some 
new and exciting news! San Angelo Chamber2Go Smartphone App, for IPhone, An-
droid and mobile web for Blackberry and other devices will launch in February 
2012. We are very excited to be a leading Chamber in Texas and in the U.S. with this 
custom technology. This app is not only going to benefit our members, but can also be 
enjoyed by residents and visitors as well. The goal of the San Angelo Chamber2Go 
app is to help individuals on the go by putting this valuable tool right in the palm of the 
user's hand. Watch your mail, email and newsletter for more information on this excit-
ing new technology.  

Chamber2Go Smartphone App  

Brad Holland 

San Angelo Community 

Medical Center 

Greg Simons 

Wildlife Systems, Inc.  
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ASUôs Small Business Development 

Center Calendar 
The Small Business Development Center is located on the ASU 

Campus.  Classes are in Rassman Bldg. Conference Room 100 

and are free unless otherwise specified.  To register, call 942-2098 

or email sbdc@angelo.edu.  For more information, visit 

www.sbdc.angelo.edu  

 

Dec. 3rd: Intro to Quickbooks 

 3-5:30 p.m., Rassman117 

 

 Dec. 6th: Essentials of Starting a New Business 

 4-6:30 p.m. 

 

 Dec.7th: Quickbooks Basics 

3-5:30 p.m., Rassman 117 

 

Dec. 8th: ADA Compliance Update & Overview  

6-8:30 p.m. 

 

Dec. 12th: Quickbooks Advanced 

3-5:30 p.m., Rassman 117 

 

Dec. 13th: Financing Options for Your Small Business 

4-6:30 p.m. 

 

Dec. 14th: Quickbooks Financial Reporting 

3-5:30 p.m., Rassman 117 

Livability.com Names San Angelo 

 One of 10 Best Cities for Veterans 
 

 In honor of Veterans Day, Livability.com has  

selected the 10 best places for military veterans to live ï 

whether they are looking to retire or start a second career. 

 Cities were chosen based on quality-of-life attributes 

that appeal to veterans such as climate, low cost of living, and 

availability of outdoor recreational opportunities and cultural 

amenities. The article said in part: 

  ñOne thing all 10 cities have in common is their  

inclusive nature and a proven history of community support 

for military families. San Angelo, TX is such a city. San An-

gelo is home to Goodfellow Air Force Base, and residents 

here have been supporters of the military since 1867, when 

Fort Concho was established.  

 Veterans enjoy a low cost of living and low unem-

ployment rates in San Angelo. A key contributor to the cityôs 

strong economy is the telecommunications industry. Other 

major industries include manufacturing, agriculture and oil.ò   

 

Thursday, December 8th 
Leadership San Angelo Day 

Industry, Agriculture & the Economy 
 

Monday, December 12th 
Concho Cadre Annual Banquet & Christmas Party 

Top of the Cactus, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, December 13th 
Convention & Visitors Bureau Meeting & Holiday Party 

The House of FiFi Dubois, 4 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 15th 
Newsletter DeadlineðContact: michelle@sanangelo.org 

 

Friday & Monday December 23rd & 26th 
Chamber Office Closed  

Chamber December Calendar 

http://www.sbdc.angelo.edu
mailto:mailto:michelle@sanangelo.org
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The October Board of Directors Planning Retreat was an intensive 

day-and-a-half session that produced a roadmap for our organization 

over the next several years.  Board members invited Chamber part-

ners to participate as the Chamberôs goals and priorities were dis-

cussed for the next year. The results of the recent membership sur-

vey were used as a basis for discussion, allowing the membership of 

the Chamber to have input in the process. Breakout discussions in-

cluded: 

1.  Mission / Vision Statements for the Chamber 

2.  Young Professionals 

3.  Social Policies & Strategies 

4.  Long Range Plan 

 

Staff and Board members are 

working this month to focus the 

discussions held at the planning 

retreat into concrete goals for the 

coming year. These goals will 

appear in the 2012 Plan of Action, 

which will be distributed to the 

membership in January. Next year 

will bring many changes, and 

your Chamber staff will be look-

ing to you, our members, to work 

with us to strengthen our existing 

programs and implement new 

programs. We encourage you to talk to a staff member or board 

member to see how you can help. Thank you for your continued sup-

port of the Chamber. We pledge to make the health and growth of 

your business our number one priority. 

During the retreat, attendees participated in break-out sessions 

to discuss opportunities for the Chamber in more detail.   

 





mailto:srp@sanangelo.org





























